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Student Handout 1: Examining Voter Turnout by Age
Examine the visualization below from the United States Census Bureau. Then, complete the accompanying questions.   
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https://www.census.gov/topics/public-sector/voting.html

1. How does voting for 18-29-year-olds compare to other age groups?

2. List two reasons that might impact voting turnout for 18-29-year-olds.

STUDENT HANDOUT

AP SEMINAR | VOTING INITIATIVE

Civic Knowledge & Action: Voter Registration

5 



AP Seminar  |  STUDENT HANDOUT�

Civic Knowledge & Action: Voter Registration�
� © 2020 College Board

Student Handout 2: Source Summary and Evaluation
Key Issues

List the issues the source raises.

Evidence

List the type of evidence the source relies upon.

Summary

Provide a two-three sentence summary of the source. Describes the primary focus and the type of evidence.

Source Organization and Structure

Describe how the author or artist organizes the information/evidence in the source.
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Student Sources: Textual Pairings
Sources are paired to present a variety of perspectives and formats. After being assigned a pairing, students should 
examine both sources and complete Student Handout 2 for each source.  
 
Pairing One 

1. 	�“Here’s one more question parents should think about during back-to-school season,” Danielle 
Allen (The Washington Post) 

2. “Mandatory Voting Guarantees Ignorant Votes,” Trevor Burrus (CATO Institute)  

Pairing Two  

3. “How Might Republicans Win Young Voters?” Nate Hochman (National Review) 

4. Youth Voter Turnout: Why is it So Low? Myles Bess (KQED and PBS Digital Studios) 

Pairing Three 

5.  “Teens and Elections,” Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement (Tufts) 

6. 	�“Want to Improve Voter Turnout? Abolish Voter Registration. No, Really!” Danielle C. Belton (The Root) 

Pairing Four 

7. “With Covid -19, We Need to Rethink the Youth Vote,” Jazmin Kay (The Nation) 

8. “Why Do We Vote?” Christopher Munsey (APA) 

Pairing Five 

9. 	�“For Latino voters, vote by mail is not enough” Irene Oria, Katherine Culliton-Gonzalez and Jorge Luis 
Vasquez Jr. (The Hill)  

10. 	�“Young People Want to Vote. So How do We Get them to the Polls?” John B. Holbein and D. Sunshine Hillygus (Forbes) 

Pairing Six

11.  “Young Voters Know What They Want. But They Don’t See It.” Maggie Astor (NYT) 

12. 	�“Two Thirds of Eligible Voters Don’t Vote,” Nick Anderson (Houston Chronicle) 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/we-need-civics-education-in-schools-to-build-effective-democratic-citizens/2019/09/05/3280dea4-cfe6-11e9-b29b-a528dc82154a_story.html
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/mandatory-voting-guarantees-ignorant-votes
https://www.nationalreview.com/2019/07/republican-party-young-voters-aspiration-optimism/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p25BMBVGd0E
https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/teens-and-elections
https://www.theroot.com/want-to-improve-voter-turnout-abolish-voter-registrati-1790877705
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/coronavirus-youth-vote/
https://www.apa.org/monitor/2008/06/vote
https://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/496122-for-latino-voters-vote-by-mail-is-not-enough
https://www.forbes.com/sites/civicnation/2020/04/07/the-time-is-now-to-equip-young-people-to-be-good-voters/#602a692e2dc5
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/22/us/politics/young-voters-biden-sanders.html
https://www.cartoonistgroup.com/cartoon/Nick+Anderson%27s+Editorial+Cartoons/2015-10-28/134601
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Student Handout 3: Identifying Key Issues that Impact Youth Voting
During classroom discussion, list the different issues that impact youth voter turnout. Briefly describe how the issue 
impacts youth voter turnout. Rank each issue in order of importance.

Issue 

Identify the issue that impacts 
youth voting. 

 

Importance 

Explain the significance of this issue. 

Rank 

Rank this issue in terms of 
importance to the topic. 
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Student Handout 4: Responding in Writing
Before drafting a response, complete the prewriting questions below.  
 
Considering the Issue: Prewriting  
 
1.  What is the primary issue that keeps people between the ages of 18-29 from voting?  

  
2.  Why is the issue you identified of such importance to the topic of youth voter turnout?  

 
3.  Create a list of evidence, from your reading and discussion, that establishes the importance of the issue you identified.  

 
4. What is a possible solution to the issue that you have identified?  

 

Developing a Paragraph  
Use the information that you have assembled above to develop a paragraph that includes a claim and supporting 
evidence. Respond in writing to the prompt below.  

Task: In a paragraph response, develop your position on what is the largest issue that keeps young people from voting.  

Claim 
 

Evidence  
&  

Commentary 
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